
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  
Special thanks to:

Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Creative Arts

University of Ghana

Ghana Institute of Architects

National Museum of Ghana

PRESENTS

 THE ITALIAN EMBASSY IN ACCRA 

  21ST - 26TH OCTOBER, 2013 
THE ITALIAN CULTURAL WEEK  

SPONSORED BY

“La settimana della lingua italiana nel mondo”

is under the High Patronage of the President of the Italian Republic



It is my pleasure to introduce you to the Italian Cultural Week program, organized by the Italian 
Embassy in Accra with the generous support of our Italian sponsors. Italian Culture and 
Language are traditionally celebrated in the month of October worldwide: a vibrant Country like 
Ghana could not be an exception. Strong cultural ties between nations are the foundation for 
excellent bilateral and political relations, because they foster mutual knowledge and respect. In 
an increasingly interdependent and globalized world, it is necessary to widen our perspectives 
and I am sure that the Italian artists and academics that are coming to Ghana for this year's 
program will greatly benefit from interacting with their Ghanaian counterparts and audiences. 
Italy boasts of one of the most ancient and richest cultures in the whole world and ranks first in 
the list of UNESCO world heritage with forty-seven registered sites. For centuries Italians have 
created masterpieces and reached top levels in every artistic, scientific, social and economic 
field. Although culture is much broader than art or entertainment, Italians have brought art, 
beauty and a unique concept of living and manufacturing in every aspect of their civilization, 
combining creativity and aesthetic sense with knowledge, science and, more recently, 
technology.
The program we are presenting to you will showcase examples of the above: this is our style, 
our business card in the world, what I am sure you appreciate when looking at our buildings, 
travelling through the country, listening to our music, buying an Italian product or savoring our 
cuisine. 
I am sure that the Cultural Week will deepen the interest towards Italy in every aspect while 
providing an occasion for the numerous Italian citizens residing in Ghana to feel a taste of 
home.
Enjoy our program!    Laura Carpini 

Ambassador of Italy to Ghana

Monday October  21, 2013 – 5 p.m. 
College of Physicians & Surgeons (near Ridge Roundabout) – Zero Room 
LECTURE “Creative Empathy and Vernacular Innovation”
by Architect Mario Cucinella, Principal of MCArchitects, in collaboration with the Ghana 
Institute of  Architects

Monday October 21, 2013 – 7 p.m. 
College of Physicians & Surgeons (near Ridge Roundabout) – Auditorium
INAUGURAL CONCERT “Non solo Verdi”: on the occasion of the 200th Anniversary of 
Giuseppe Verdi.  Verdi and his contemporaries: the golden age of Italian opera through brilliant 
and virtuoso transcriptions for flute and piano. Francesca Canali flute, Sebastiana Ierna Piano

Tuesday October 22nd, 2013 - 8.30 a.m.
University of Ghana, Legon -  ISSER Conference Room 
SYMPOSIUM " Rural and urban landscapes: an Italian contribution to the debate in Ghana" 
Chaired by Prof. Ernest Aryeetey, Vice Chancellor, University of Ghana 
Prof. Giuseppe Barbera, University of Palermo, Counsellor for Environment Municipality of 
Palermo: “Italian Historical Rural Landscapes”
Arch. Luca Piantini, Director of Public Buildings Dep., Municipality of Prato: “Private and public 
spaces in the Italian urban landscape”
Arch. Paolo Brescia and Arch. Tommaso Principi, Open Building Research: “Right to the City”

PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION “Italian Historical Rural Landscapes” displayed. The exhibition 
th stwill be then displayed at the National Museum from 25  October to 1  November.

Tuesday October 22nd, 2013 – 7 p.m.
Goethe Institut, next to NAFTI, Cantonments
FILM “Cosmonaut”, directed by Susanna Nicchiarelli (with English subtitles)
Late '50s to early '60s, during the cold war, a fifteen-year-old member of the Italian communist 
party, Luciana, develops her ideals while living with her bourgeois stepfather, and among male 
chauvinists of the party in Rome. Her only friend is her brother Arturo, who dreams of going to 
space but is unable to do so due to his epilepsy.

rdWednesday, October 23 , 2013 – 7 p.m.
Goethe Institut, next to NAFTI, Cantonments
FILM “The second wedding night”, directed by Pupi Avati (with English subtitles)
Giordano gets a chance to relive his adolescent infatuation with his sister-in-law Liliana, when 
she returns to the family estate in the South as a war-widow. Greatly pushed by both the poverty 
of the immediate post-war period and her sly son Nino, who harbors expensive filmmaking 
dreams, she accepts to see if there is any love left in her for Giordano, whose estate has enough 
to eat for everyone.

Thursday October 24th, 2013  – 6 p.m. 
Alliance Française, Liberation Link Behind Opeibea House, 
PUPPET SHOW “Gone with the feet” - Laura Kibel's Feet Theatre 
A unique and special show, the main character being the slender body of Laura Kibel. 
Multicoloured pieces of cloth will come out of the suitcases that accompany her on her trips all 
over the world. Magically these unusual accessories will transform Laura Kibel's feet and legs 
into human characters. Rythm, imagination, colours, irony and poetry will almost make the 
audience overlook the technical and athletic skills of the performer, paving a path to an 
unforgettable surprise.
For all ages

thFriday October 25 , 2013 – 4 p.m.
Residence of the Italian Ambassador, Drake Avenue, Airport Res. Area
PUPPET SHOW “Gone with the feet” - Laura Kibel's Feet Theatre 
Children from age 2 to 10, must be accompanied by an adult.

thSaturday October 26 , 2013 – 7 p.m.
Goethe Institut, next to NAFTI, Cantonments
FILM “The salt of life”, directed by Gianni Di Gregorio (with English subtitles)
Gianni is sixty. He is retired but has not become lazy for all that. In fact he is a helpful fellow who 
gives a hand to all those who need one: shopping for his wife, walking the pretty neighbour's 
dog, and so on. Everybody likes Gianni, but is it for the right reasons? Sure, everybody likes 
Gianni, but who loves him? That is why, when his macho lawyer friend Alfonso blames him for 
not having young mistresses, Gianni starts chasing dames…

ALL EVENTS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AND FREE OF CHARGE
For information Ph. 0302-775621/2 E-mail ambasciata.accra@esteri.it
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